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THE QUESTION 
Why does my worldview matter?

Worldview: 
1.  The overall perspective from which 

one sees and interprets the world.
2.  A collection of beliefs about life and 

the universe held by an individual or 
a group.1

Academics Relationships Entertainment

Material things Sports Club Involvement

Where do you search for meaning?

We all search
for meaning

in life.
I turned my thoughts to know, 
explore, and seek wisdom and an 
explanation for things, and to know 
that wickedness is stupidity and folly 
is madness. Ecclesiastes 7:23-29

“When the 
God of the 

Bible is rejected, 
people choose a 

new god.” 
—Charles Colson & 

Harold Fickett, 
The Faith 2

Human 
worldviews
are flawed.

There is a way that seems right to a man, but 
its end is the way to death. Proverbs 14:12

Human worldviews…
Relativism: The idea that 
some element or aspect 
of experience or culture is 
relative to, or dependent on, 
some other element or aspect. 

Secular Humanism: 
A philosophy that upholds 
reason, ethics, and justice, 
and rejects the supernatural 
and the spiritual as warrants 
of moral reflection and 
decision-making. 

Fatalism: A philosophical 
doctrine emphasizing the 
subjugation of all events or 
actions to fate or inevitable 
predetermination. 

Hedonism: The philosophy 
that personal pleasure is of 
ultimate importance, the most 
important pursuit or the chief 
good in life. 

Communism:  
A socioeconomic  
structure that promotes the 
establishment of a classless, 
stateless society based on 
common ownership of the 
means of production. 

Evolution: A theory that 
all organisms on Earth are 
descended from a common 
ancestor or ancestral 
gene pool by ongoing 
modifications.

“When people have the freedom to choose, 
they choose wrong. Every single time.” 

—The Chief Elder, The Giver 3

“People function on the basis of their worldview more consistently 
than even they themselves may realize. The problem is not outward 
things. The problem is having, and then acting upon, the right 
worldview—the worldview which gives men and women the truth of 
what is.” —Francis Schaeffer 4

“The Word of God was never 
given to make our flesh feel 
good; it was given to confront 
us with our worldly and fleshly 
thinking. The Word takes us 
to the cross.” —Michael Catt 5

God’s Ways
▸  Save sex for 

marriage
▸ Forgive others
▸  Put the needs of 

others first
▸ Follow God’s plan
▸ Glorify God 

Our Ways
▸ Sexual freedom
▸ Seek revenge
▸ It’s all about me
▸ Go my own way
▸ Glorify myself

The biblical 
worldview
is true.

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
and your ways are not My ways.” This is  
the Lord’s declaration. “For as heaven is 
higher than earth, so My ways are higher 
than your ways, and My thoughts than your 
thoughts.” Isaiah 55:8-9

How are God’s ways different from ours?

THE POINT 
Your worldview shapes how 
you see life.

The Giver
In an attempt to create their own version of a grand, 
safe, and enjoyable utopia, the founders of the 
Community in The Giver unwittingly created a dystopia 
that was devastatingly void of beauty, pain, or anything 
resembling real life. Only one man, The Giver, can see 
and experience the Community’s memories of what 
life once was, and now it’s time for him to pass that 
knowledge along to the next Receiver of Memory, 
Jonas. As young Jonas learns of all that’s been lost, 
he determines to right this great wrong. By restoring 
the Community’s collective memories he can free the 
people to make their own choices in life, even if that 
sometimes means making the wrong one.
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Expect different
responses.

Read Acts 17:24-31.
How did Paul use things 
in the culture to introduce 
Jesus to these people?

What are some points of contact 
you could use today to begin a 
conversation about God?

Although Paul changed his 
approach to fit his audience, as 
he did here, he never changed 
the truth of his message.

Be ready to share 
the reason for your 
biblical worldview.

THE POINT 
 Point people to the truth.

THE QUESTION 
 How do I relate to people with other worldviews?

Realize many people
do not have a
biblical worldview.

How many people do you think there are 
today who have never heard that God loves 
them and sacrificed His Son for them?

Read Acts 17:22-23.
Paul spent time listening to and 
observing the religious people of 
Athens before he spoke to them.

What are some ways we can “earn the right to 
be heard” by people today who don’t know Christ?

When was the last time you wanted 
to give up on trying something 
because it seemed futile?

Read Acts 17:32-34.
Paul ended his discussion 

by giving the men an 
opportunity to accept 

what he was saying as the truth.

What were the three types of 
responses Paul received from 
the people when he finished 
his discourse?
1.
2. 
3.

When was a time you 
spoke with someone 
about Christ by starting 
with something else 
you had in common? 
(perhaps on a mission 
trip, with a friend, etc.)

Memorize: For as I was passing through 
and observing the objects of your worship, I even 
found an altar on which was inscribed: TO AN 
UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, what you worship in 
ignorance, this I proclaim to you. (Acts 17:23)
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