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THE QUESTION 
Who’s in charge?

Elizabeth II – Queen of United Kingdom

Charlemagne – King of the Franks

Juan Carlos I – King of Spain

Henry VIII – King of England

Akihito – Emperor of Japan

Hugo Chavez – President of Venezuela

Stephen Harper – Prime Minister of Canada

Kim Jong-un – Leader of North Korea
YEARS

HAIL TO THE CHIEFS
The very word authority has 
within it the word author. 
An author is someone who 
creates and possesses a 
particular work. Insofar as 
God is the foundation of all 
authority, He exercises that 
foundation because He is the 
author and the owner of His 
creation. He is the foundation 
upon which all other authority 
stands or falls. —R.C. Sproul 1

God
has always been

in charge.
Your throne has been established 
from the beginning; You are from 
eternity. Psalm 93:1-2

There is
no authority
greater than

God’s.
The floods have lifted up, Lord, the 
floods have lifted up their voice; the 
floods lift up their pounding waves. 
Greater than the roar of many waters—
the mighty breakers of the sea—the Lord 
on high is majestic. Psalm 93:3-4

On February 5, 2008, an EF-4 tornado roared across the campus 
of Union University, causing over $40 million in damage. Despite 
the power of the storm, no one died. Heather Martin, a student, 

wrote: I cannot explain our survival and the fact there were 
no fatalities. The destruction and chaos from the tornado is 
incredible. The amazing power, strength, grace, and love 
of Jesus Christ is the only explanation I have to offer. In 

the midst of the chaos and rubble, He knew how each 
board, each brick, each piece of metal and concrete 
was placed and He protected us. 2
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THE POINT 
God is in charge.

God’s
authority
is final
and best.

Lord, Your testimonies are completely 
reliable; holiness is the beauty of Your 
house for all the days to come. Psalm 93:5

▸  Stalin – 1924-1953 
leader of Soviet Union

▸  Hitler – 1934-1945 
dictator of Nazi Germany

▸  Pol Pot – 1975-1979 
leader of Khmer Rouge in Cambodia

▸  Idi Amin – 1971-1979 
President of Uganda

▸  Muammar al-Qaddafi – 1969-2011 
leader of Libya

REIGNS OF TERROR

Dictator: 
One ruling absolutely 
and often oppressively 3
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The Reliability of God

God promised a flood…

and He delivered.

God promised Abraham a son…

and He delivered.

God promised to free the Israelites…

and He delivered.

God promised a Savior…

and He delivered. 
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THE POINT 
 We gain the right perspective when 
we recognize God’s authority.

THE QUESTION 
 Why should I submit to God’s authority?

God is the
sovereign
Creator.

When was a time someone 
“put you in your place”? 

How did you respond?

In what ways does 
knowing that God is 
sovereign give you the 
desire to submit to Him?

Read Job 38:4-11. 
Distraught at losing everything he had, Job 
questioned God’s authority. How did God’s 
questions to Job reveal His sovereignty?

Compared
to God,
I am nothing.

Read Job 40:1-5.
What challenge did God 
issue to Job in verse 2?

What did Job mean when he said 
he was insignificant? 
When you recognize how insignificant you 
are in comparison to God, it becomes easy 
to remove pride from your life.

God knows 
all things.
When was the last time you wished
you could take back something you 
had said to or about someone? Why 
did you want to take it back?

Read Job 42:1-6. 
What words did Job want to take back? Why? 
Humbled, Job repented of His arrogance and 
acknowledged God’s sovereignty.

 MIDWEEK 

In what ways is 
your life better 
when you submit 
to God?

Memorize: Then Job replied to the 
Lord: I know that You can do anything 
and no plan of Yours can be thwarted. 
(Job 42:1-2)
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